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Merry Christmas & Holiday Greetings 2023

Conserving Chihuahuan Desert Grasslands
Tamaulipan Brushlands
and the Laguna Madre of Tamaulipas

The Rio Grande Joint Venture wishes you and yours a very happy holiday
season! We are excited to share some great end-of-the-year news with all our
partners.

First, the Rio Grande Joint Venture is pleased to announce that our proposal to
the National Fish & Wildlife Foundation’s America the Beautiful Challenge—
Integrated Grassland and Stream Restoration in the Chihuahuan Desert
Ecosystem of New Mexico and Texas—was awarded! RGJV and partners
Audubon Southwest and the Quivira Coalition will receive $3.5 million over
three years to restore grassland and riparian ecosystems in priority
conservation areas of the Chihuahuan Desert. We are very excited about this
opportunity to grow our collective conservation delivery capacity and get more
grassland and riparian conservation on the ground! Please see NFWF
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announcement here on page 4.

Second, at the Management Board meeting on October 30th, members voted
to add four new organizations to the board including two from Mexico: Conoco-
Phillips, represented by Carey Farmer; Organizacién Vida Silvestre,
represented by Dr. Ernesto Enkerlin; Rancho el Ojo, represented by Bildo
Saravia; and the US Forest Service, International Programs, represented by
David Borre. A warm welcome to our new management board members. Visit
our Who We Are webpage for photos and more information about the staff and
board of RGJV.

During this season of giving, we are also sending you images of some of the
beautiful bird species that the RGJV board, staff, and partners are working to
conserve and which overwinter or live year-round in our focal habitats listed
above.

We wish you happiness, togetherness with your loved ones, and plenty of time
outdoors this holiday season.

With gratitude,

Karen Mickey Chapman
RGJV Coordinator
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Banner photo: Prairie Falcon by USFWS
Tropical Parula, Audubon's Oriole, and Red-crowned Parrot by Andy Reago & Chrissy McClarren

Painted Bunting by Andy Morffew
Chestnut-collared Longspur by Scott Somershoe
Phainopepla by Steve Harbula

Western Meadowlark by USFWS Mountain Prairie
Green Kingfisher by Ryanacandee

Gray Hawk by Lily Douglas
Montezuma Quail by Isaac Sanchez

Reddish Egret by Charles Patrick Ewing

All photos except Scott Somershoe's are courtesy of Flickr Creative Commons.

The Rio Grande Joint Venture sincerely thanks our supporters.

The US Fish & Wildlife Service
Texas Parks & Wildlife Department
ConocoPhillips
National Fish & Wildlife Foundation
The Dixon Water Foundation
Horizon Foundation
American Bird Conservancy
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