
Conserving Chihuahuan Desert Grasslands
Tamaulipan Brushlands

and the Laguna Madre of Mexico

Welcome to the first regular edition of the Rio Grande Joint Venture (RGJV) newsletter!
The RGJV is a regional public/private conservation partnership that includes at least 50
partner organizations working collaboratively to achieve conservation across a broad
geography of Texas and six states in northern Mexico. Our work focuses on:

✴ Grassland restoration/regenerative grazing
✴ Wetland restoration

✴ Riparian and stream habitat enhancement

Since our last pre-pandemic newsletter, the RGJV has added four new Management
Board members and hired two new staff (myself included) plus a communications
contractor. Please welcome

• Rosario Álvarez of Pronatura Noreste AC
• Wade Harrell of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
• Aimee Roberson of American Bird Conservancy
• Jeff Weigel of The Nature Conservancy
• Rebekah Rylander, RGJV Science Coordinator
• Gregg Elliott, K Gregg Consulting, Communications Specialist

Cordially,

Karen Chapman
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Rio Grande Joint Venture Coordinator

Banner photo by Jeff Bennett

RGJV Website Refresh

Our newly revamped website [rgjv.org] has been completely updated, with a translation
function between English and Spanish (translation of our story map is in process), and a
newsletter sign up for a version in either language.

Visit the RGJV website

https://rgjv.org/


Explaining the Joint Venture

"Connecting people, nature, and nations through bird conservation" is the tagline featured
on a new one-page factsheet about the JV in both English and Spanish, which can be
printed double-sided in both languages, or separately in one language.

View or download the RGJV factsheet

Grasslands Workshop in Durango

This past August, RGJV partner organizations Pronatura Noreste AC and Bird
Conservancy of the Rockies hosted a strategic planning workshop in Durango, Mexico on
a private ranch owned by Bildo Saravia and his family. David Borré and staff from

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1haWFZWU-MS0a1ZRqSCycxDmvReZwsorW/view


Pronatura, RGJV Coordinator Karen Chapman, RGJV Science Coordinator Rebekah
Rylander, and RGJV Board member and Bird Conservancy of the Rockies Senior
Research Scientist Arvind Panjabi attended. Landowners, researchers, and local Mexican
government representatives presented research and discussed threats and opportunities
in order to develop bird and grassland conservation goals in priority conservation areas
Malpaís and Cuchillas de la Zarca. This was an important step in building relationships
towards conservation actions and strategies in the Mexican Chihuahuan Desert.

Tamaulipas Reaches 30x30!

Pronatura Noreste and local conservation groups have been working with the government
on protecting 30% of the state of Tamaulipas (30x30 conservation goals). As a result, on
August 22, 2022, a new protected area of 550,000 hectares was established. The first
area to protect the route of the Monarch Butterfly, the protected area creates a corridor
from San Luis Potosi to Nuevo Leon, making Tamaulipas the first state in MX to reach its
30x30 goal! This is a major success for Northeast Mexico, for the monarch butterfly, and
many other species.

Foto: Monarchs by Rafael Saldaña

http://bit.ly/3FCsr1Z


New Field Guide

Pronatura Noreste launches a new field guide for social and environmental workers
interested in grasslands: Field Guide for Social Support of Projects in the Grasslands of
the Chihuahuan Desert, Tools for Technicians and Extension Workers, by Méndez-Arreola
Roberto, Martínez Flores Verónica and Rosas-Luna Bibiana. 2022.

View or download the field guide

Conservation News from the Rio Grande Joint
Venture Geography

RGJV board member in the news - Trees
are Overrated: Preserving the world’s great
expanses of grass could be essential to
combatting climate change. This article
focuses on prairies and grasslands in
Texas, quoting Jeff Weigel, TNC.

Read the article in Atlantic magazine
Photo: Coastal Prairie in Texas by Peter Berglin

Read about Beaver Dam Analogs
(BDAs), which the RGJV is using to restore
riparian habitat in west Texas: Beaver dam
analogs bring ecosystem benefits in areas
where habitat won’t support beavers.

Read the article in the NM Political Report
Photo: Woven brush BDA installed by the RGJV
on a private creek, by Gregg Elliott

https://d77584e4-1468-4933-b63a-ead883c1f4ee.usrfiles.com/ugd/d77584_6a54ce1f66174ab3b702923487971d30.pdf
https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2022/07/climate-change-tree-planting-preserve-grass-grasslands/670583/
https://nmpoliticalreport.com/2022/09/12/beaver-dam-analogs-bring-ecosystem-benefits-in-areas-where-habitat-wont-support-beavers/


View more photos from the August 2022 Management Board meeting in west Texas

Rio Grande Joint Venture

Coordinator Karen Chapman
KChapman@abcbirds.org 
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